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LORD LAMBERT'S 


LEILIER 


To the Right Honourable 


The Speaker of the ParLiamnT, 


Concerning the Viory, which it hath pleaſed 


God to give the = Li of this Common- 
wealth, over the Rebels under 


Sir Czeorge Booth in Cheſhire. 


Read in Parliament, Monday Aug.22.. 


— 


To which is added 
A LIST of the Officers which are Priſoners, 
with the number of Soldiers and Colours taken ; 


according to the Relation made by Capt. Brown, who 
was preſent in the Fight, 
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Reprinted by Chriſtopher Higgins, in Herts-Cloſe, over againſt 
the Trone-Church, eAnne Dom, 165 9. 
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T he Speaker of the Parliament. 
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Have given the Council of State an aecount of our ſeveral! 

I Proceedings , fince the time that by their Commands we left 

London , and having had nothing which I thought worthy 

your knowledge, I have refrained hitherto from giving you 

that trouble ; but now think it my duty to acquaint you how the 

ood hand of Providence hath lately appeared in an Engagement 
Pas your Forces and the Enemy. 

Upon the Lords-Day laſt, the two Regiments of Foot which 
marched from London, with the Horſe under the Command of 
Col. Swallow, and Major Creed being in all Nineteen Troops ) 
united at Drapton in the County of Salop, But by reaſon of the 
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weak condition of the Garriſon of Stafford ( the ſafety whereof 
I judged very conſiderable ) I ſent back the Militia Troop under 
the command of Capt. Backhouſe thither : Alſo, to the aſſiſtance 
of your Friends in Derbiſhire the Militia Troop of that County, 
and Capt. $abbartons : and with the reſt I marched to Nampt- 
wich in Cheſvire on Monday laſt, where we ſtayed two dayes, till 
four Companies of Col. Bz/coes Regiment, and one Troop of my 
Regiment came up tous, and three Troops more of Col. Lil 
burns, and two Companies of Col. eAſ»fields, were advanced as 
far as Vttexeter. 

Upon Thurſday morning, although it proved very unſeaſons 
able for Rain, yet judging your ſervice required expedition , and 
finding a great reſolution in the Soldiery to encounter all difficul- 
ties, according to former reſolution, upon full debate with the 
Superior Officers, reſting upon the Providence of God , we ad- 
vanced towards Cheſter ; and being marched about five miles, 
we had certain intelligence, that the Enemy, with about four or 
five thouſand horſe and foot, were marched towards 2 orthWich ; 
which cauſed us to aker our reſolutions, and to march direAly 
toward the Foreſt of De 1a Atore,over which they were to paſs + 
and being arrived thither , we had notice that they were about 
three miles before us. 

Your Forces marched with that cheerfulneſle, that had we had 
day enough , we ſhould in all probability have engaged them be- 
fore they had reached Northwich ; but do what we could, we 
only gained a view of their Reer-guard in the duske of the Even- 
ing, and took three or four priſoners. That night they quar- 
tered at Norrchwich, and we at a ſmall Village called Weeverhan , 
from whence the next morning we advanced very early towards 
them; and before we had marched a mile, we diſcovered them both 
Horſe and Foot, half a mile on this fide Norehwich, drawing a- 
monelt the Incloſures, where it was impoſſible for Horſe to do 
ſervice, and:not without difficulty for the Foot to break through. 
We preſently engaged them, and after a ſhort diſputegthey quirted 
their gromds , and retreated from hedge to hedge, yet in that 
. order as they ſuffkred very little damage , it being impoſſible for 
our horſe to fall in amongſt chem, and at length came to Wining- 
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zon-bridge, behind which they retreated , without any other loſs 
than that of Reputation, and diſcouragement in meeting with 
thoſe whom they found of equal courage, but engaged in a better 
Cauſe, Their next endeavour was to ſecure that Bridge, which they 
had good reaſon to hope for, conſidering the Advantages they 
had, both in regard the River was uofordable, the Bridge narrow, 
fanker'd with a ſtrong Ditch on the far-end, and a high Hill, 
up which no Horſe could paſſe otherwayes than along the {ide in a 
narrow path. But the Forces, having their former courage en- 
creaſed by ſeeing the preſence of God with them, fell on, as if 
they had been upon equal Terms ; and, after a ſhort diſpute, the 
Encmy having ſpent two or three good volleys, our men ſtill 
advancing upon them, they quit their ſtation, and gave way for 
both Horſe and Foot to march over. Our Horſe, which hicherto 
had been uſclefle to us, advanced over the Bridge , together with 
ſome Foot. The Horſe made towards a party of theirs, which 
I judged was of their choiceſt, and came to ſecure the Retreat of 
their Foot ; and the Foot ſcrambling up the Hill after their Re- 
treating Colours , our Horſe charged, but by reaſon of the 
narrowneſſe of the way, in ſmall parties. To ſpeak truth, that 
of the Horſe was performed on both fides like Eng/sſbmer ; bur 
ours got the better, and the Enemy turned their backs. We had 
the purſuit of them above a quarter of a mile, where they again 
made head, but were routed , and thereupon their Horſe and 
Foot fled on all hands, and our work was only to give them chaſe. 
Moſt of their Foot gor into Incloſures, and eſcaped ; our wearied 
Foot not able to overtake them, nor poſſible for the Horſe to get 
to them. Their Horſe divided, ſome towards Cheſter, and ſome 
towards Farrington: wehad the purſuit as far as Fro4ſbam and 
Warrington, where they could proceed no further, the latter 
being garriſoned with four Companies of Foot, and a Troup 
of Horſe. 

The Enemy had left this while in NortbWich two Companies 
of Foot, and ewo Troups of Horſe ; which when I underſtood, I 
ſent the Adjutant General, wich Capt. Evanſons Troup, and a 
Troup of Dragoons, who advancing up to the Bridge and firing 
upon them, the Enemy drew off ia good order, but not being able 
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ro make their retreat,was rooted and purſued within two or three 
miles of Mancheſter. And,chough I cannot ſay your Vitory was 
great in eſpe of priſeners or men ſlain, yer I judge it a torall 
Rouc, or which, by che Providence of- God, may be improved to 
ſo much. I cannot hear that we have above one man ſlain out- 
right, and not above three dangerouſly wounded : Of the Enemy 
not above thirty lain ; of priſoners I have no full account as yet ; 
but I ſuppoſe, about three hundred, whereof moſt Horſmen, and 
ſome Field- Officers of quality : IT (hall upon better information 
give you an account thereof, The Enemy reported themſelves 
to be above Four thouſand ; but to our view there never appeared 
above Two. The ſcrvice done by the Foot, was chiefly performed 
by Col. Hew/ons Regiment. The ſame day we marched with the 
Foot back to Northwich, where,upon conſideration of your affairs, 
we have determined to divide your Forces ; Col. Afpeld with his 
four Companies, Lieut. Col. D«ckenfie/d ( who ſhewed himſelf a 
worthy Servant this day to you and his Country ) with part of 
Col. Hewſons Regiment, and a convenient number of Horſe, to 
march for Lancaſhire, where , if there be any Root left for re- 
newing this Rebellion, I judge it lies. 1 have likewiſe writ to 
Col. Lilburn, who is with ſome Horſe and Foot about Wakefield, 
r6 unite with them, if they ſee cauſe. The other part of your Forces 
I intend to march towards Cheſter , having received this day a 
Meſſage from Col. ('70xton, Governour of the Caſtle, by one of 
his Soldiers, who ſwam the River and came to me, That he cannor 
for want of ViRuals hold out longer. I have likewiſe ordered 
Col. ferom Z an key with the Iriſh Forces , who by common fame 
I hear is landed at Beanmarrs, to advance with all ſpeed cowards 
$hrewibury , and to expe further Orders there in proſecution 
of the reducement of Chefter , ( which if your occaſions may not 
require them elſewhere, I deſire you will pleaſe to confirm. ) The 
Enemy left chere four Companies of Foot , a Troop'of Horſe, be- 
fides what eſcaped thither from the Fight neer Northwich, and 

what that diſaffeRed City will afford in Townſmen. 
I ſhall here take the boldneſſe to repreſent to you the oreat nee 
ceſſicie of the Souldiers by want of Pay, we being to iflue that 
ſmall portion we had after the rare of fix pence a day, and already 


well 


SY, 

well nigh ſpent , ſo as Shoes, Stockiog*, and other Neceffaries in 
their long and dirty Marches , cannoc be provided for. Your 
former care in this, aſſures me I need ſay no more, and therefore 
ſhall break off chis diſcourſe ; wherein ( may be ) I have me2nti- 
oned many particulars not worthy Your notice : and ſhall beg of 
GO D that He will dire&t Your Counſels to ſuch things, as may 
be for His Glory, and ſuirable co theſe gteat Mercies beſtowed 
upon You; Aſluring You, that what may furcher concern Your 
Service in theſe parts, ſhall be diligently performed by 


Northwich, Aug. 20, (SIR) 


1659 
| ' Tonr moſt faithful and humble Servant, 


J. Lambert. 
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Whitehall, ce Monday, Aguſt 12. 
The foregoing Letter was brought by Capt. Brown 
of Col. Hewſons Regiment , who was inthe Engage- 
ment, came from thence on Saturday noon, andarived 
y<ſterday night about midnight, and reſateth ; That Sir 
George Booth flying with ſome horſe roward Cheſter, way 
purſucd by Major Creed within two miles of the City, 
Another party of them running towards Aancheſter, 
were purſued by Col. Swallow; and Col. Ireland, with 
about an hundred Horſe,ran towards Lever poot, He {aith, 
their Horſe at firſt were a gallant Body,betwixt 17. and 
1800, The Officers which were taken priſoners before 
he came away, their names as followeth, v7, 


Col. Maſſey of Cheſhire, | Capt. Davs. 
Major Harriſon , latelya | Lieut. Davs. 

Capr. ot Col. G:bbons | Lieut. Sear. 

Regiment. Cornet Groſvener,ſon of 
Mzjor Famer Scofield. - -- Str Richard Groſuener, 
Capt. Philip Egerton, Cornet Gz{/. 

Capt. Martland, Enſign Ward. 

Capt. Smith, | Enſign Lanzſhaw. 

Capt. Ceſel. Fohn Bromley of Wolver- 
Capt. Stutly, hampton, Gent. 


That the number of private Souldiers taken were 236. 
abour zo, Colours, and good ſtore of Horſe. 
Their word, he ſaith, was Have at all. Ours,God with we. 
T his was the account of things, as they ſtoad ar the 
time of his coming away ; Our Forces being then upon 
purſuit of the Eneiny ſeveral wayes. | 
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